
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (TRBCA2018) 

 
Ex-HMAS Tobruk 

Commercial Dive Access 
 

GUIDELINES FOR SUBMISSIONS 
 
 

 
 
 

Closing date: 5:00 pm, Friday 16 February 2018 (AEST) 

For more information please contact: ArtificialReefs@npsr.qld.gov.au 

 

mailto:ArtificialReefs@des.qld.gov.au


 

 

 

 

Table of Contents 

SUMMARY ........................................................................................................................................................ 1 

1 INVITATION ............................................................................................................................................. 2 

2 BACKGROUND ex-HMAS Tobruk.............................................................................................................. 2 

3 THE OPPORTUNITY – Dive ex-HMAS Tobruk ............................................................................................ 4 

3.1 Location and area overview ........................................................................................................ 4 

3.2 Dive site location ......................................................................................................................... 4 

3.3 Tourism potential ........................................................................................................................ 6 

3.4 Basis for calling expressions of interest ...................................................................................... 6 

4 DESIRED OUTCOMES ............................................................................................................................... 6 

4.1 Details of desired outcomes ........................................................................................................ 6 

4.2 Appropriate activities .................................................................................................................. 7 

4.3 Other considerations ................................................................................................................... 7 

5 AGREEMENT PARAMETERS ..................................................................................................................... 8 

5.1 Approval areas ............................................................................................................................ 8 

5.2 Use of the site ............................................................................................................................. 8 

5.3 Maintenance and management requirements ........................................................................... 8 

5.4 Insurance requirements .............................................................................................................. 9 

5.5 Cancellation, suspension and transfer of agreements ................................................................ 9 

6 FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS .................................................................................................................. 9 

7 EXPRESSION OF INTEREST PROCESS ...................................................................................................... 10 

7.1 Selection objectives and criteria ............................................................................................... 10 

7.2 Agreement negotiation ............................................................................................................. 11 

7.3 Lodgement requirements .......................................................................................................... 11 

8 OTHER ARRANGEMENTS ....................................................................................................................... 12 

8.1 Opening and registering proposal documents .......................................................................... 12 

8.2 Security, probity and documentation ....................................................................................... 12 

8.3 Fair dealing ................................................................................................................................ 12 

8.4 Industry Briefing ........................................................................................................................ 13 

8.5 Native title ................................................................................................................................. 13 

8.6 Further information .................................................................................................................. 13 

9 SUMMARY OF SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS ........................................................................................ 13 

 



 

1 

 

SUMMARY 

The Department of Environment and Science (DES) is calling for expressions of interest from 
individuals, partnerships or companies wanting to conduct a commercial tourism operation, 
providing recreational diving activities within the ex-HMAS Tobruk site located in the Great Sandy 
Marine Park.   

DES is responsible for management of the Great Sandy Marine Park under the Marine Parks Act 
2004.   

Ex-HMAS Tobruk has been gifted to the Queensland Government to be prepared and scuttled as a 
world class dive site in the Hervey Bay area within the Great Sandy Marine Park.  The project is a 
partnership between the Queensland Government, the Fraser Coast Regional Council and the 
Bundaberg Regional Council.   

The commercial tourism operator opportunity being offered will provide dive businesses access to 
the ex-HMAS Tobruk site for guided or unguided recreational diving or snorkelling tours.   

Applicants should have the required training, licences and experience to safely guide scuba divers 
around a shipwreck along with a thorough understanding of marine conservation and environmental 
management.   

Details about the opportunity and how to lodge an expression of interest are detailed within this 
document.  
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1 INVITATION 

Expressions of Interest (EOIs) are now being sought from prospective businesses who wish to 
provide commercial tours of ex-HMAS Tobruk to recreational divers and snorkelers, within the ships 
proposed location in the Great Sandy Marine Park (Refer to Map 1).   

Individuals, partnerships or companies with the vision, financial resources, professionalism and 
expertise to capitalise on this limited opportunity are invited to lodge an EOI with DES. 

The remainder of this document describes the preparation and scuttling of ex-HMAS Tobruk and the 
anticipated management regime for the site for dive tourism.  Information is also included about 
how to lodge your EOI with DES, and the process that will be followed to select successful applicants. 

You should read all of this information carefully before you lodge a submission. 

2 BACKGROUND ex-HMAS Tobruk 

Diving enthusiasts have long enjoyed diving on ship wrecks.  Since the late 1990’s it has been 
recognised in Australia that decommissioned Royal Australian Navy (RAN) vessels present an 
opportunity to be “re-lifed” as tourism attractions for recreational divers.  By doing this, government 
can meet a number objectives including: 

 effective disposal of decommissioned assets 

 recognition and ongoing support of service history 

 creation of unique and interesting marine ecosystems. 

Since the late 1990’s six (6) RAN vessels have been scuttled around Australia (Table 1).   The newest 
addition to this will be the ex-HMAS Tobruk to be scuttled in Hervey Bay, Queensland in 2018. 

Table 1: Naval wrecks scuttled as artificial reef dive sites in Australia 

Year Location Name Classification 

1997 Geographe Bay, Dunsborough, WA Ex-HMAS Swan Destroyer escort (Leander) 

2001 King George Sound, Albany, WA Ex-HMAS Perth Guided missile destroyer (DDG) 

2002 Yankalilla Bay, The Fleurieu Peninsula, SA Ex-HMAS Hobart Guided missile destroyer (DDG) 

2005 Mooloolaba, Sunshine Coast, Qld Ex-HMAS Brisbane Guided missile destroyer (DDG) 

2009 Bass Strait, off Barwon Heads, Vic Ex-HMAS Canberra Guided missile frigate (FFG) 

2011 Bulbararing Bay, off Avoca Beach, NSW Ex-HMAS Adelaide Guided missile frigate (FFG) 

2018 Hervey Bay Ex-HMAS Tobruk Landing Ship Heavy (LSH) 

Following 34 years of distinguished service with the RAN, HMAS Tobruk was decommissioned in July 
2015. At the time of decommissioning, HMAS Tobruk was the longest serving naval ship in the 
Australian fleet and had sailed more than 1.7 million kilometres with deployment on 26 major 
operations.  
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HMAS Tobruk characteristics 

 HMAS Tobruk was a Landing Ship Heavy of the RAN. 

 She was based on the design of the British Round-Table Class of vessels. 

 She was a multi-purpose roll-on/roll off ship capable of transporting soldiers, armoured personnel 
carriers and tanks and delivering them to shore via landing craft or directly by beaching. 

Motto Faithful and Strong 

Displacement 3,353 tonnes (5,791 t loaded) 

Length 127 metres 

Beam 18.3 metres 

Draught 4.9 metres 

Propulsion Twin diesel engines, 9,600 horsepower 

Speed 18 knots (33 km/h) 

Range 8,000 nautical miles (15,000 km) at 15 knots 

Capacity 300 to 520 soldiers (long v short trip) 

 1,300 tonnes cargo (330 lane metres of vehicles) 

Crew Complement 148 people including 13 Officers 

Armament up to 6 x 12.7 mm machine guns 

 2 x Mini Typhoon Guns 

Aviation Facilities 3 helicopter landing sites (2 on main cargo deck, one on rear flight deck) 

The preparation of the ship for use as a dive site is expected to be completed by mid-2018. During 
this time DES will: 

 ensure that all hazardous and environmentally damaging materials are removed 

 ensure the ship is diver friendly with good access points 

 identify and survey proposed sites for the ship and choose a final resting place 

 tow and scuttle the ship in the identified location 

 ensure the ship is free of hazards and safe to dive 

 open the site for public access as a premier dive location in Queensland. 
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3 THE OPPORTUNITY – Dive ex-HMAS Tobruk  
 

3.1 Location and area overview 

The Great Sandy Marine Park extends from Baffle Creek in the north to Double Island Point in the 
south. It includes Hervey Bay, Great Sandy Strait, Tin Can Bay and the waters off the east coast of 
Fraser Island, seaward to three (3) nautical miles. 

The primary regional centres in this area are Hervey Bay, Bundaberg and Maryborough.  In addition 
to this there are a number of smaller coastal population centres including Bargara, Woodgate, 
Burrum Heads, Burnett Heads, and Elliot Heads all with access points to the ex-HMAS Tobruk site.   

The Fraser Coast/Bundaberg region boasts a total population of almost 200,000 people and is within 
half a day’s travel of Brisbane, Gold Coast and Sunshine Coast cities providing easy access to an 
additional 3,400,000 people.   

Nature based tourism is a key economic focus of the Fraser Coast/Bundaberg region which includes 
some iconic natural assets including K’gari (Fraser Island), Mon Repos Turtle Rockery, the world 
renowned Hervey Bay whale watching area and the internationally recognised wetlands in the Great 
Sandy Strait.  The region also boasts access to the Southern Great Barrier Reef.   

3.2 Dive site location 

Ex-HMAS Tobruk is currently in the Port of Bundaberg where it is undergoing preparation for 
anticipated scuttling in mid-2018. 

A preliminary area for scuttling of the ship has been selected within the Great Sandy Marine Park 
shown in Map 1.  This site was selected to meet a number of objectives including: 

 a required depth range of 25-30m 

 minimum impact on other user groups 

 sufficient distance from other significant marine ecosystem communities 

 equidistant from Bundaberg Port and Hervey Bay Marina. 

The exact location of ex-HMAS Tobruk within this area is still to be finalised following the results of 
hydrographic surveys of the area, advice from the ex-HMAS Tobruk dive design advisory panel and 
further consultation with stakeholder groups.   

Access to the area will only be permitted through an authorised Commercial Activity Agreement 
(Agreement) holder or for independent divers under a permit issued by DES.  Other user groups (e.g. 
fishers, whale watchers, other boaters, commercial shipping, etc.) will be excluded from a zone 
surrounding the ship. 
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Map 1: Proposed location of ex-HMAS Tobruk within the Great Sandy Marine Park 
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3.3 Tourism potential 

Ex-HMAS Tobruk will be a world class dive site offering the opportunity to recognise and explore the 
distinguished military history of the vessel. The ship will continue to serve the community for many 
years to come in its new capacity supporting marine ecosystems in Hervey Bay. 

The waters of Hervey Bay offer warm sub-tropical water, largely protected from prevailing weather 
systems by World Heritage listed K’gari (Fraser Island).  The area has an abundance of marine life and 
is just on the southern edge of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park.  The site is also only three (3) 
hours north of ex-HMAS Brisbane that was scuttled in 2005 off Mooloolaba.  

Ex-HMAS Tobruk will be the first Landing Ship Heavy (LSH) to be scuttled in Australian Waters.  This 
will provide a unique dive experience, different from previously scuttled Destroyers and Frigates as it 
is characterised by a large cargo hold (tank deck) that runs almost the entire 127m of the ship from 
stern to bow.   

The dive site will cater for divers of all levels and ability. The upper rear decks of the ship are 
anticipated to be in water shallower than 18m, appealing to open water divers and snorkelers. The 
internal tank deck are anticipated to be in 25m, appealing to advanced and technical divers. 

3.4 Basis for calling expressions of interest 

As ex-HMAS Tobruk will be new reef infrastructure in the Great Sandy Marine Park, restrictions on 
access to and use of the site will be established prior to scuttling. Access to the site will only be 
permitted through an authorised Commercial Activity Agreement (Agreement) holder or for 
independent divers under a permit issued by DES. 

While preparations and management planning for ex-HMAS Tobruk are still ongoing, DES are 
committed to the delivery of this project as soon as practicable so the benefits to Queenslanders and 
their economy can be fully realised.  

To ensure that interested businesses have the opportunity to assess the potential of this project and 
develop appropriate business plans prior to the final scuttling of the ship in 2018, EOIs are being 
sought from interested parties. 

The objective of this EOI is to ensure that any individual, partnership or company is able to access 
this unique opportunity and that any Agreements allocated for provision of dive tourism operations 
on ex-HMAS Tobruk are considered and allocated fairly and equitably. 

4 DESIRED OUTCOMES 
 

4.1 Details of desired outcomes 

In providing dive tourism operations on ex-HMAS Tobruk, DES requires successful EOI applicants to 
achieve the following desired outcomes: 

 enter into an Agreement with DES (under the Marine Parks Act 2004) to provide access to 
recreational scuba divers and /or snorkelers on ex-HMAS Tobruk.  The initial term of this 
agreement will be five (5) years 
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 have a suitable vessel to safely and comfortably access the ex-HMAS Tobruk site given 
prevailing weather conditions 

 have suitable staff with qualifications (through a recognised scuba organisation) in guiding and 
training recreational scuba divers. 

DES will install moorings on the site of the ex-HMAS Tobruk.  Agreement holders with full time 
access to the site will have a mooring allocated to their business and they will be responsible for 
monitoring and maintenance on this moorings.  Agreement holders with part-time access will be 
required to pay an additional fee to DES for monitoring and maintenance of mooring infrastructure.  

DES anticipates the ex-HMAS Tobruk site can accommodate a total of six (6) moorings. Access should 
be fairly distributed across major port areas within reach of ex-HMAS Tobruk. There may be the 
ability for a business wanting to access ex-HMAS Tobruk on a part-time basis to share access to a 
mooring with another company where a suitable scheduling arrangement can be achieved.  

4.2 Appropriate activities 

This invitation for EOIs is solely for the provision of access to commercial tourism operators offering 
recreational diving and snorkeling at the ex-HMAS Tobruk site.  

This EOI is not related to any other commercial operator opportunities in the area (other business 
opportunities may be incorporated into the business arrangements but these will require separate 
agreements to operate). 

4.3 Other considerations 

Applicants must satisfy themselves as to any other relevant prohibition, restriction or requirement 
under, or pursuant to, the provisions of the following: 

 Marine Parks Act 2004  https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/pdf/inforce/current/act-2004-
031 

 Great Sandy Zoning Plan 2017 https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/pdf/inforce/current/sl-
2017-0155 

In addition, the successful applicant will be responsible for obtaining the necessary licenses, permits 
in accordance with, but not limited to, the following legislation.  

 Coastal Protection and Management Act 1995 

 Environmental Protection Act 1994   

 Workplace Health and Safety Act 2011 

 Fisheries Act 1994 

 Transport Operations (Marine Safety) Act 1994 

 Transport Operations (Marine Pollution) Act 1995 

 Workplace Health and Safety Act 2011 

Applicants should also consider any other relevant legislation, subordinate legislation, codes and/or 
policies. 

https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/pdf/inforce/current/act-2004-031
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/pdf/inforce/current/act-2004-031
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/pdf/inforce/current/sl-2017-0155
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/pdf/inforce/current/sl-2017-0155
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5 AGREEMENT PARAMETERS 

The Marine Parks Act 2004 and subordinate legislation provide the basis for the management of 
marine parks in Queensland, including the management of commercial activities in marine parks.  

Agreement issued will comprise of elements such as outlined in 5.1 – 5.5 below (NB. this is an 
indicative and non-exhaustive list). The successful applicant will be invited to negotiate the 
Agreement conditions in a manner that maintains consistency and compliance with management 
objectives.   

5.1 Approval areas 

The area that will be available for commercial tourism operations at the ex-HMAS Tobruk site under 
an Agreement made as a result of this EOI process is shown in Map 1. 

5.2 Use of the site 

Commercial operators will be required to commence operations within six (6) months of the 
successful scuttling of ex-HMAS Tobruk or within six (6) months of entering into an agreement with 
DES. If operations cannot commence within these nominated timeframes, the Agreement will be 
cancelled.  

5.3 Maintenance and management requirements 

The successful applicants will be required to: 

 comply with requirements of all legislation, approvals and conditions relevant to the 
commercial operation 

 conduct a commercial operation providing recreational diving and/or snorkeling tours 

 comply with the requirements of the National Competition Policy and provisions of the Fair 
Trading Legislation 

 ensure that commercial operations are supervised by an appropriately qualified or certified 
person 

 ensure the appropriate equipment, including safety and emergency equipment, is carried and 
maintained 

 ensure the appropriate accident and emergency plans and procedures are developed and 
communicated 

 ensure that clients are properly informed of risks and safety procedures.  

 maintain the allocated mooring in accordance with the engineer approved diagram or pay DES 
to maintain the mooring where access is shared. 

Commercial operations will be required to follow instructions (verbal or in writing) of DES officers as 
they relate to the site, and ensure that all clients abide by the provisions of the legislation. 
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5.4 Insurance requirements 

Commercial operators will be required to maintain public liability insurance, with a policy of not less 
than $20 million, and workers compensation insurance covering all activities for the duration of the 
Agreement. 

5.5 Cancellation, suspension and transfer of agreements 

If DES reasonably believes an Agreement should be amended or the authorisation under it 
suspended– 

 to secure the safety of a person or a person’s property 

 because of a fire or other natural disaster 

 to conserve or protect the cultural or natural resources of the area to which the Agreement 
applies – 

then an amendment or suspension may be immediately implemented. 

DES may also cancel or suspend an Agreement if there is reasonable belief that: 

 the Agreement was obtained because of incorrect or misleading information 

 the other party to the Agreement has contravened a condition of the Agreement 

 the other party to the Agreement is no longer a suitable person to be a party to the Agreement 

 the other party to the Agreement is convicted of an offence against the Marine Parks Act 2004 

 the activities being conducted under the Agreement are threatening public health or safety 

 the cancellation or suspension is necessary to ensure the fair and equitable access to the area. 

Any Agreement issued as a result of this EOI will be cancelled if operations have not commenced 
within six (6) months of the successful scuttling of ex-HMAS Tobruk or within six (6) months of 
entering into an agreement with DES. 

Agreements issued under the Marine Parks Act 2004 may be transferable. For more information on 
cancellation, suspension or transfer of Agreements please refer to the Office of Queensland 
Parliamentary Counsel website (http://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/browse/inforce). 

6 FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 

The applicant will be responsible for all costs incurred by the applicant during the EOI process 
including all costs associated with the establishment, development, management and operation of 
the proposal.  This will include a non-refundable Agreement application fee of $333.60 (incl. GST). 

DES need to be confident that proposals for provision of access to ex-HMAS Tobruk are within the 
financial resources of applicants and may ask for an independent financial evaluation of the 
proposal. 

In return for the entitlements and benefits associated with approvals to undertake commercial dive 
tourism to ex-HMAS Tobruk, the successful applicant will be required to submit a Returns of 
Operations and pay fees for activities authorised under the Agreement being granted.  

As a guide, applicants can consider the draft fees outlined below (based on ex-HMAS Brisbane fees): 

 

http://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/browse/inforce
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Fees and return of operations 

(a) Per Diver Fee  $8.00 (GST inclusive) for each diver, per dive excursion. 

No Fee is payable in respect to staff (dive guides and boat crew).  

Per diver fees are to be paid at the end of each Calendar Quarter.  

A minimum diver fee of $8,000 (equivalent to 1000 divers) is payable annually. 

(b) Mooring fees  No annual mooring fees are payable to QPWS where the Agreement holder is 
granted exclusive access to a mooring and is responsible for undertaking the 
monitoring and maintenance of that mooring.  

If part-time access to a mooring is granted, QPWS will have the mooring maintained 
quarterly by a commercial diver and costs will be apportioned to the applicable 
Agreement holders.  

It will be a requirement of the agreement that all monies owing are paid regularly (quarterly) by the 
successful applicant in accordance with the terms of the Agreement. 

7 EXPRESSION OF INTEREST PROCESS 

All potential applicants are required to register and submit offers in response to the Expression of 
Interest via the Queensland Government QTender website. Conforming submissions will include: 

 Completed EOI Application form 

 Completed Commercial Activity Agreement for QPWS managed areas application form 

 Relevant information to support your submission. 

Offers will be assessed by a selection panel prior to any successful applicants entering into 
Agreement negotiations with DES. 

7.1 Selection objectives and criteria 

A selection committee will assess the proposals to select preferred business to be offered an 
Agreement to access ex-HMAS Tobruk.   

The objectives of the assessment are to: 

 determine the suitability of proposals based on the criteria outlined in these Guidelines  for 
Submission document 

 identify the applicants who will be invited to enter into an Agreement under the Marine Parks 
Act 2004 for the conduct of commercial activities 

 ensure that the decisions taken during the assessment process are equitable, objective and 
defensible 

 ensure that adequate records of the assessment process are kept. 

In assessing submissions, all information requested in this Guidelines for Submission document, and 
any relevant additional information available to DES or provided by applicants, will be taken into 
account. 
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Submissions received will be assessed against the following criteria. The criteria are not listed in 
order of importance and individual criteria may be given different levels of importance depending on 
the nature of the proposals. 

Selection Criteria 1 The compatibility of the proposal with the requirements of this Guidelines for 
Submission document and the statutory requirements. 

Selection Criteria 2 The knowledge and ability of the applicant to conduct the proposed commercial 
operation in a competent, safe and ethical manner and to successfully finance, 
develop, manage and market the business. 

Selection Criteria 3 Demonstrated knowledge and experience in guiding and training scuba diving 
operations including those around artificial reefs and dive wrecks.  This will include 
experience in. 

Selection Criteria 4 Commitment to the creation and maintenance of jobs in the Fraser Coast and 
Bundaberg regional centres. 

7.2 Agreement negotiation 

Successful applicants will be invited to negotiate their proposals with a view of signing an Agreement 
under the Marine Parks Act 2004 to access ex-HMAS Tobruk to provide a commercial tourism 
program.  

Successful applicants will be required to: 

 Commence operations within six (6) months of completing an agreement. If unable to 
commence within this period, the agreement will terminate and another applicant may be 
selected. 

 Ensure that all clients abide by the provisions of the Marine Parks Act 2004 and follow any 
verbal or written instructions of DES officers. 

 Maintain public liability insurance, with a policy of not less than $20 million, and workers 
compensation insurance covering all activities for the duration of the agreement. 

In the event that there is insufficient acceptable proposals, DES may elect to re-advertise for EOIs. 

The approved proposal will be formalised by an Agreement under the Marine Parks Act 2004 with 
DES.  

No proposal shall be deemed to have been accepted until an Agreement has been issued under the 
Marine Parks Act 2004 by DES and signed by both Parties. 

7.3 Lodgement requirements 

Only one (1) proposal will be accepted from each individual, partnership or company. Applicants 
must nominate a contact person who will be responsible for all negotiations and administrative 
matters. 

A non-refundable fee of $333.60 (incl. GST) will be required after the submission has been received 
by DES. An officer will contact the nominated contact person to arrange payment prior to 
assessment of any submission. 
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Submissions lodged in response to the EOI will only be accepted via the Queensland Government 
QTender website (www.hpw.qld.gov.au/qtenders/). 

Submissions must be in the following software package: Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel, pdf, jpg or 
zipped (.zip not .rar). Failure to comply with this requirement may result in a non-conforming 
submission. Regardless as to whether you are loading a single file or the maximum 15 files per 
response, each response is limited to a maximum size of 55Mb. If you have more than 15 files then 
you can either upload multiple responses or zip some of the files together. 

Applicants responding to a public invitation must log in using their email address and system 
password, before uploading their submission. This will require applicants to register as a supplier on 
the Queensland Government QTender website. 

Submissions must be clearly addressed as follows: “Confidential –Expression of Interest–ex-HMAS 
Tobruk”. 

Submissions received after the closing time will not be considered. 

8 OTHER ARRANGEMENTS 
 

8.1 Opening and registering proposal documents 

All submissions must be lodged in accordance with Section 7.3 by the due date 5:00pm Friday 16th 
February 2018. Each submission will be registered by DES after the closing time following receipt of 
all submissions. All documentation will then be sent to the chairperson of the assessment panel and 
copies will be forwarded to members of the assessment panel. 

8.2 Security, probity and documentation 

Overall security of the submission documentation is the responsibility of the assessment panel 
chairperson. All documentation and information contained in submissions will be treated as 
“Commercial in Confidence” and not publicly disclosed, except as required under the provisions of 
the Right to Information Act 2009. Assessment panel members are to undertake their role with 
impartiality, honesty, fairness and integrity, and comply with the DES code of conduct. 

No proposals will be deemed to be successful until the Delegate of the Chief Executive has signed an 
Agreement under the Marine Parks Act 2004. 

8.3 Fair dealing 

Applicants shall not offer gifts or favours of any kind to government officers as inducement to 
accept a submission. Failure to comply with this condition conflicts with the Queensland 
Government's State Purchasing Policy Code of Practice on ethical behaviour and fair dealing and 
may result in the submission being rejected. 

 

http://www.hpw.qld.gov.au/qtenders/
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8.4 Industry Briefing 

A meeting with prospective applicants on ex-HMAS Tobruk in the Port of Bundaberg will be on 
Thursday 1th February 2018 (4:00pm -5:00pm AEST). Registration for the briefing is essential and 
closes Tuesday 30th January 2018 at 2:00pm. Attendance is limited to one (1) person from each 
company. The dress code for the briefing is long pants, a hat and boots (steel caps not required) as 
the ship is a construction site. Please email artificialreefs@npsr.qld.gov.au with the name and 
contact details of the person attending the briefing.  

Applicants unable to attend the industry briefing will be provided with notes of questions and 
answers covered during the event. 

8.5 Native title 

There are no current native title claims over the proposed site for scuttling of ex-HMAS 
Tobruk.  

Should it be determined that there are significant local Aboriginal concerns or that native title 
exists over areas in which commercial activities are conducted or proposed, agreements may 
be amended or terminated. 

Applicants are advised to seek professional advice in relation to the implications of native title for 
the viability of their operation.  In the event that any loss is incurred as a result of a native title 
determination, no compensation for development costs or loss of income shall be payable to the 
operator by the State of Queensland or DES. 

8.6 Further information 

All clarifications or questions related to this opportunity must be communicated in writing to the 
Contact Officer via ArtificialReefs@npsr.qld.giov.au and submitted at least one (1) week before the 
closing date. Communication by any other method will not be accepted. 

Contact Officer:  Dan Clifton 

9 SUMMARY OF SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

 Complete, sign and scan the ex-HMAS Tobruk application form. 

 Prepare a separate file, with your submission to this EOI, including information requested in 
this document. 

 Complete, sign and scan the commercial activity agreement QPWS managed areas application 
form  

 Submit a copy of the three aforementioned documents including any attachments marked 
“Confidential–Expression of Interest–ex-HMAS Tobruk” through Queensland Government 
QTenders Website no later than: 5:00pm Friday 16th February 2018 (AEST). 

 Payment of application $333.60 application fee as invoiced.  

Proposals will be assessed on the basis of material provided in application. All criteria need to be 
answered and non-responses to any criteria will be assessed as an inability to meet the criteria. 

Late submissions will not be accepted. 

mailto:artificialreefs@npsr.qld.gov.au
mailto:ArtificialReefs@npsr.qld.giov.au
mailto:Queensland%20Government%20QTenders%20Website
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